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MEMORANDUM POR ¢t Chief, Operstions Branch, DPD
SUBJECT 1 Camouflage Paint

1. During the past iwe years there have besn . attempts
to verify that the camouflage paint used on the mi
1s the best aveilable for the purpose intended. Tests have

visual ocmmparisons of painted and wnpainted alreraft, cemparison

of phetographs taken under various eenditions and an attempt to
perfern a spectral analyels of the painted vehicle. Tests have baen
incenclusive dus to variations imposed by such factors as variatiens
in reports of individuals performing visual observations, insidility
to obtain sufficient photography (under a wide soope of sxposure and
reflectancs conditione) upon which to base & positive recosmendation,
and the limited amount of data procurable, under proper conditions,

- to perferm a speciral anslysls.

2. The paint presently used on the U-2 i3 a blue-black color.
Dirinz the course of prsviocus tests, it was dstermined that blue tenda
to floureszce or glow under most lighting conditions. During the course
of spectral analysis studles on this subjest, EZastmsn Kodak roccemended
a paint which they felt would possibly improve the camcuflage of the
U~2-at altitude. Thiz paint ist

a. Fpoxy Flat alr t manufgetured by

b. To apply: wash alwninum first with 2 eor 3 per cent
phesphorde acid, rinse with water and dry surface prior to applylng
paint.

c. This paint ia believed to have lass than 5% reflectamece.
feflectance could be further reduced by using phosphoric asid (b} wash

‘after paint has dried.

3. o data is avallsble on welght of paint per coab or on
surface as pertains to skin fristions (draz) characteristies sfter
applieetion.

sormmandations:

a. Teshnioal Section be authorized to contact|

Fatﬁﬁm&ﬂume&ﬂﬂ@tunum and data on subject paint.
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b. If data obtained looks promising, Technieal sa:’::;ogfbe
authorized ;o initiate pmcuramsnt_ action to cbtain & quan
palnt sufficient to paint one airoraft.

c. That test bed aircraft at Edwards AFE be painted with
subject paint.

evalustion of the
Edwards Test Detachment perform an m ot
mdélii;tpamto& vehicle as eampared with a vahielampdnm:n s
%Ph:jiésting p&‘.\.ﬁh Test parameters on this latter recomme
be cempiled by the 7echnical Section.

25X1A

Chief, Technlcal SJects.on

nistribution:
1, i/?alagé
2., AJC DF
3. DPD/Develop
L. DPD/MAT
5. DPD/OPS/TECH
%. DPD/OPS/CHAL CHRONO
7. OPS CHRONO
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SECRET

SUBJECT: Camouflage Paint

1. One of the positive conclusions reached in the rzoom elinb
tests confucted to determine the vulnerability of the U-2 wes that
the survival sgainst the dey fighter cepeble of woom climbing to
so-altitude is directly proportional to the attacker pilot's
capability to visually sight the aircraft. These teste further
inficated that the present paint configuration lesves much to be
desired. The F-102 pilot stated, "Whenever requested I was eble
to go from my redsr contact to s visuasl contact. The target was
sasily discernible as & bright gray sgainst the dark blue sky snd
features such as wing shepe, fuselsge, profile, number of engines,
etc., were dstecteble.” There 1is positive confirmation thet in an
other use of this vehicle, 1t has been detected utilising the pre-
sent paint eonfiguration. It is therefore strongly recommended that
this project be given the higheat priority.

25X1A

Intelligence Section

Approved For Release 2002/07/31 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600040048-0



